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WASHINGTON’S WINTER WHEAT FOR HARVEST ACREAGE HIGHEST SINCE 1998 
 

OLYMPIA, Wash., June 30, 2005--The results of a State and National survey conducted in 
early June 2005 showed that Washington growers will harvest 1.85 million acres of winter wheat in 
2005, the highest acreage since 2.10 million acres were harvested in 1998.  Acres for harvest of 
spring wheat, barley, corn, alfalfa hay, other hay, and sugarbeets will be below 2004.  Acres of dry 
beans and oats will increase from 2004.  Christina Messer, Director of the Washington Agricultural 
Statistics, states “Winter wheat acreage for harvest in 2005 is expected to total 1.85 million acres, 
100,000 acres more than 2004.”  Spring wheat is expected to be cut on 435,000 acres, down from 
525,000 acres last year.  Barley acreage for harvest is expected to drop to 205,000 acres, down 
40,000 acres from last year’s crop.  Barley for grain acreage is the lowest since 1953, when 103,000 
acres of barley were harvested for grain.   
 
All hay is expected to reach 770,000 acres, 20,000 acres below last year’s crop.  Alfalfa cut for hay 
is forecast at 470,000 acres, down 10,000 acres from 2004.  Other hay acreage for harvest is 
estimated at 300,000, down 10,000 from last year.   
 
Field corn, oats, dry beans, and sugarbeet acreage for harvest was also collected in the survey.  
Planted acres of field corn are down 20,000 acres from 2004 to 150,000 acres.  Field corn for grain 
is below last year at an estimated 85,000 acres.  Dry beans were planted on 35,000 acres, up 5,000 
acres from 2004.  Oats planted for 2005 are 35,000 acres.  Harvested acres are expected to total 
15,000. 
 
Pacific Northwest (Washington, Oregon, and Idaho) showed all wheat acres for 2005 harvest up 1 
percent from 2004 at 4.45 million acres.  Growers in the Pacific Northwest planted less spring wheat 
acreage than 2004.  Barley acreage for harvest in the three states at 880,000 acres is down 81,000 
acres from last year.  
 
Nationally, the 2005 winter wheat harvested area, at 34.3 million acres, is 1 percent below last year. 
Acreage of spring wheat for harvest is estimated at 13.6 million acres in 2005, up 4 percent from last 
year.   
 
The next estimate for field crops will be published July 12, 2005.   
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JUNE ACREAGE SUMMARY, 2004-2005 
WASHINGTON ACREAGE FOR HARVEST 

Planted Harvested Pacific NW 1/ United States CROP 
2004 2005 2004 2005 4/ 2004 2005 4/ 2004 2005 4/ 

 1,000 Acres 
All Wheat 2,330 2,340 2,275 2,285 4,420 4,454 49,999 50,361 
Winter Wheat 1,800 1,900 1,750 1,850 3,230 3,420 34,462 34,271 
Spring Wheat 530 440 525 435 1,190 1,010 13,174 13,637 
Barley 250 210 245 205 961 880 4,021 3,471 
Oats 2/ 20 35 7 15 47 55 1,792 1,976 
Corn 2/ 170 150 105 85 208 163 73,632 74,368 
Alfalfa - - 480 470 2,140 2,090 21,707 22,118 
Hay, Other - - 310 300 1,260 1,200 40,209 39,605 
Dry Edible Beans 3/ 30.0 35.0 29.0 35.0 114.5 140.5 1,219.3 1,567.4 
Sugarbeets 3.8 1.7 3.8 1.7 208.4 178.3 1,306.9 1,257.5 
1/ Includes Oregon, Idaho, and Washington. 
2/ Planted acreage includes planted for all purposes; harvested acres for grain only. 
3/     Excludes beans grown for garden seed.   
4/ Forecasted.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To access the entire release, including the complete narrative and tables point to 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/wa/press/junacre.pdf 
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Find agricultural statistics for Washington State at www.nass.usda.gov/wa/ 


